
SUSTAINABLE SEMINOLE
Protecting our Natural Resources through Volunteering & Education

Newsletter for SERV & Seminole County Solid Waste

Management
Fun fall opportunities are right around the corner! Check out the events of the 

season below, and visit us on social media to see our recent photos and read 

some fun facts.

https://www.facebook.com/SERVProgram
https://x.com/SERVProgram
https://www.linkedin.com/in/servprogram/
https://www.instagram.com/servprogram/
https://www.seminolecountyfl.gov/departments-services/environmental-services/watershed-management/serv-program/index.stml


Upcoming Volunteer Events

Educational Opportunities

Eco Paddle Events

Thanks to the generosity of Wekiva Island, we are 

pleased to offer monthly Eco Paddle events in fall, 

hazardous waste, career presentations).

Lake Lily Demo Garden

Help start the new Lake Lily Garden on Saturday, 

9/7/24! We will be planting native trees, shrubs, 

and wildflowers to attract pollinators and other 

wildlife. Plantings will demonstrate the use of 

native plants that require less water to maintain. 

Read more details and signup on http://

SERVProgram.eventbrite.com.

Lake Restoration Events

Help Seminole County Lake Management & 

SERV to plant shoreline vegetation to improve 

water quality! We'll be working in the water - part 

of the fun is getting muddy & wet! Fall dates: 

9/28/24, 10/12/24, 10/19/24. Read more details 

on http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com.

winter, and spring! These FREE educational 

outings are held in partnership with Wekiva Wild & 

Scenic River System. Upcoming dates: 9/25/24, 

10/21/24, 11/8/24. Signup (REQUIRED):   http://

SERVProgram.eventbrite.com

Educational Presentations

Is your school, youth group, community 

organization, or business in Seminole County 

looking for a guest speaker? Contact Elizabeth 

Stephens at serv@seminolecountyfl.gov, 

407-665-2457 for watershed management topics

(aquatic biology, water quality, conservation,

STEM careers). Contact Ademir Dacenay at

dacenay@seminolecountyfl.gov, 407-665-2265 for

solid waste management topics (recycling,

http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com
http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com
http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com
http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com
http://SERVProgram.eventbrite.com
mailto:serv@seminolecountyfl.gov
mailto:dacenay@seminolecountyfl.gov




Solid Waste Management Updates

Cooking Oil

We collected ~ 3,600 gallons of cooking oil last

year. The cooking oil that is collected at the

County’s Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

facility is recycled and repurposed into biofuel

and other products.

E-Waste

We collected 275,917 pounds of E-waste last

year. E-waste that is dropped off at the County’s

HHW facility is transported to a contractor that

recovers recyclable materials from the waste.

The materials recovered from the E-waste is

repurposed into new electronic components.

Rechargeable Batteries

We collected a total of 3,051 pounds of

rechargeable batteries last year. Improper

disposal / management of rechargeable

batteries can potentially result in a fire.

Rechargeable batteries collected at the County’s

HHW facility are sent to a contractor that

recovers the recyclable materials from these

unwanted batteries.

Seminole County residents that have any of the

above unwanted materials can take them to the

HHW facility in Longwood for proper disposal.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseminolecounty.acemlnb.com%2Flt.php%3Fx%3D3DZy~GE7V3Sf65z8yN1GguigAH3WjNT0k-g3XHXIKnXN5a770Ey.zeVr2I2oid-~kfY1YXfF&data=05%7C02%7Cserv%40seminolecountyfl.gov%7C94b4e8633fd14406faea08dcc1e45ece%7C9d380a55ed1044b9813bb83cfe0e80d4%7C1%7C1%7C638598433849879457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oLwuvWwdrt%2BGgUFlV3yGgTQ4lgddKvE4UtgNm7Ysxf4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fseminolecounty.acemlnb.com%2Flt.php%3Fx%3D3DZy~GE7V3Sf65z8yN1GguigAH3WjNT0k-g3XHXIKnXN5a770Ey.zeVr2I2oid-~kfY1YXfF&data=05%7C02%7Cserv%40seminolecountyfl.gov%7C94b4e8633fd14406faea08dcc1e45ece%7C9d380a55ed1044b9813bb83cfe0e80d4%7C1%7C1%7C638598433849879457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oLwuvWwdrt%2BGgUFlV3yGgTQ4lgddKvE4UtgNm7Ysxf4%3D&reserved=0


Volunteers of the Season:

Hoffman Family

SERV Involvement: Michael, Erica, and Grant

Hoffman have been volunteering with SERV

since 2023 (pictured adjacent at Lake

Tuskawilla and in middle of group at Wilson's

Landing). Michael writes: “We've truly enjoyed

our time volunteering with SERV. The volunteer

process is straightforward, making it easy for

anyone to get involved and contribute. The fact

that the whole family can participate has been

wonderful. We also appreciate the many event

locations throughout the year which have given

us the chance to visit and learn about new

places in Seminole County that we hadn’t been

to before. Through these events we have

learned about different species of invasive

plants and the proper way to dispose of them,

various forms of natural water filtration, and

supported environmental study areas.”

Background: Michael has lived in Seminole

County his entire life. He graduated from Lake

Mary High School, earned a BS and MS in

Computer Science from UCF, and works as a

Software Engineer. Erica grew up in Vero Beach,

earned a BA and MBA from UCF, and currently

works in cloud software consulting. Grant

attends middle school and hopes to attend UCF

in the future. They love spending time outdoors,

both for Grant’s travel baseball season, and

recreationally to visit stretches of the St. Johns

River. They also enjoy attending UCF sporting

events, maintaining their backyard garden,

playing pickleball, hiking, biking, and horseback

riding. We are very thankful for the Hoffmans

and all of their hard work!

Seminole Education, Restoration, and Volunteer (SERV) Program | serv@seminolecountyfl.gov | 407-665-2457

Solid Waste Management Program | adacenay@seminolecountyfl.gov | 407-665-2265


