
Fertilizer Ordinance Basics for Retail Lawn & Garden Staff
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Ordinance Applies to Turf 
and Landscape Plants
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Does not apply to:
• Farms
• Recreational/Athletic Turf
• Vegetable Gardens
• Fruit Trees unless within 15 feet of a 

waterbody



Seminole County Fertilizer Ordinance

No P anytime unless 
a soil test shows it is 

needed

Observe restricted 
period June 1st-Sept 

30th

No N or P

Minimum 65 % Slow-
release N

Do not fertilize 
within 15 ft of any 

waterway

Do Not Fertilize 24 
hours before a 

Rainstorm

Always sweep up 
Fertilizer on 
Pavement
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Phosphorus-Free Fertilizer
• All plants need phosphorus

• Almost all Florida soils naturally have all the 
phosphorus plants need and therefore it should not be 
applied

• Phosphorus can only be applied if a soil test shows 
your yard has a deficiency
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Don’t Let Fertilizers Wash Away In Rain

• Never fertilize within 24 hours of a rain event

• Because it rains (and rains hard!) frequently in the summer, there is 
a restricted season on fertilizers with nitrogen and phosphorus

• June 1 – September 30 is the RESTRICTED SEASON (See Next Slide)

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
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What is Slow Release Nitrogen (SRN)?
Also “controlled release” (CR) or “water 

insoluble” (WIN)

Maximum of 1 lb. (N) / 1,000 ft2 / Application

Our county fertilizer 
ordinances require at least 

65% slow release N
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20 – 0 - 10
Sample of Guaranteed Analysis Label of back of fertilizer bag 
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Does Your Fertilizer Contain at Least 65% Slow Release N?

Find the total and slow release 
nitrogen percentage

Divide the Slow Release % by 
the Total Nitrogen %. 

ൗ14 % 𝑠𝑙𝑜𝑤 𝑟𝑒𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑒
20 % 𝑡𝑜𝑡𝑎𝑙

= 0.70  (or 70 %)
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Keep Fertilizer Where It Belongs!

Do not fertilize within 15’ of any 
waterbody. It is recommended to leave at 
least a 10’ maintenance-free zone next to 

waterfront

Use a deflector shield near water, 
sidewalks, etc.

Image Courtesy UF / IFAS Extension FYN Program
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Are You Choosing The Right Fertilizer?

• Many of the common “Turf” fertilizers are not suitable for Florida

• High Nitrogen with little Potassium

• Unnecessary levels of Phosphorus

• Potassium should be at least half the Nitrogen level
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Thank you! Any questions?

Tom Sacher, Fertilizer Educator, 
Seminole County, 
tsacher@seminolecountyfl.gov
407-665-5517
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