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may be a parcel, dwelling, linear foot or other equitable unit.

What is an MSBU? An “MsBu” (Municipal Service Benefit Unit) is a non-ad valorem assessment district created to fund a public service or
capital improvement. An MSBU consists of a group of properties that share in the benefit and cost of the service provided. The assessment allocated
to each property is based on the service cost, total number of benefit units and the number of benefit units assigned to each property. A benefit unit

>

What public services qualify?

The Seminole County MSBU Program offers
MSBU funding opportunities for various types
of services/improvements that serve a public
purpose, such as:

¢ Street lighting which includes streetlight
fixtures, poles and utilities for residential
communities

e Aquatic weed control which includes
chemical, mechanical and biological control
of invasive aquatic plants

* Construction projects such as lake
restoration, retention pond renovation,
road paving & stormwater drainage,
sidewalks, centralized water and/or sewer
line extension and neighborhood wall
reconstruction

What are the basic requirements?
The Seminole County Board of County
Commissioners [BCC] will give approval
consideration for an MSBU when the fol-
lowing conditions are met:

* The benefiting property is located in unin-
corporated Seminole County.

* The property upon which the improvement
is to be made is publicly owned, leased or
granted necessary easement.

* Two or more properties receive benefit
and participate in the MSBU.

* Project is supported by majority of owners.

*  MSBU Program Guidelines/Procedures are
satisfied.

What costs are included in an
MSBU assessment?

Assessment is based on the cost to provide
the service. The service cost may include:

* Project analysis

* Engineering/design/construction

* Contracted services

* Equipment Installation

e Utilities

* Administration

* Financing

e Other direct and indirect costs

Cost estimates are provided at various
stages in the MSBU process based on project
analysis and/or engineering requirements.
For most services, an estimated cost range is
identified and continuance is subject to not
exceeding a specific amount.

For projects requiring contracted analysis
and/or statement of probable cost, the
expense of the analysis is prepaid by
the applicant or other private sources.
Provisions are available for crediting the
prepayment to the final assessments, given
MSBU creation and project completion.

How are assessments calculated?
Most authorized MSBU services have a
standard “unit of benefit” for cost allocation
and assessment. Typical benefit units
include: parcel, dwelling, front footage,
and acreage. The assessment per property
is based on total service cost, total number
of benefit units (all properties in the MSBU),
and the number of units assigned to an
individual property.

When are assessment payments

collected?

For most MSBU projects, the County provides
the initial funding and repayment is collected
from the benefiting properties through non-
ad valorem assessment on the property
tax bill. Assessments are defined as either
capital improvement or variable rate.

* Capital improvement assessments are
related to projects requiring repayment
over a period of years. These assessments
are payable after the project is completed.
Installment billing begins in the first available
tax year thereafter.

* Variable rate assessments are assigned
to MSBUs that are ongoing and for which
the assessment rate is calculated annually
based on the estimated cost to continue the
service. Billing begins in the first available
tax year following creation of the MSBU.

Have questions? Call (407) 665-7178 or visit the MSBU Program
Web site: www.seminolecountyfl.gov/msbu
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Who coordinates the projects?

The process of creating an MSBU begins by
application. The MSBU Program works closely
with the applicant throughout the project. The
MSBU Program is responsible for:

* Providing MSBU process information
* Coordinating cost estimates

* Determining owner support

¢ Coordinating BCC approval

* Obtaining and monitoring contracts
¢ Determining assessment rates

*  Maintaining MSBU records

The applicant and other community liaisons
are responsible for promoting the project by
encouraging interest and community support.

How is MSBU support determined?
A Petition to Create an MSBU document
is distributed by the MSBU Program to
determine the level of property owner
support for creating the MSBU. The petition
communicates:

* Project scope

* Responsibilities & expectations

e Estimated cost of the project

* Estimated per property cost share
Property owners are requested to sign and
return the petition indicating their support
or opposition to the proposed MSBU. Street
lighting projects require a support level of
55% while all other projects require 65%.



