
 

  

LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
January 30, 2017, 4:00 p.m. 

 

Members Present: Elizabeth Murphey /Chair, Anne West/Vice Chairman, Margaret Wells, Adele Burney, 
Raychel Garcia, Barbara Hilderbrand 
Members Absent: Herbert Weissman 
Staff: Christine Patten/Library Services Division Manager, & Secretary, Norma Medina-Ortiz 
 

A. Ms. Murphrey called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  Ms. Murphrey noted that there was a quorum 
for the January 30, 2017 Library Advisory Board Meeting. Motion was made to accept the official 
minutes from December 05, 2016 meeting.  Ms. Anne West made a motion, which was seconded by 
Ms. Margaret Wells and approved by unanimous vote. 
 

B. Ms. Patten and the Library Advisory Board welcomed new board members Raychel Garcia and Barbara 
Hilderbrand.   

   
C. Ms. Patten and the Library Advisory Board discussed the opening of the library branches seven days per 

week starting January 8, 2017.  The opening was smooth and customers are happy with the increased 
access.  New Library staff members have been hired and trained to support the increase in hours of 
operation. 

 
D. Ms. Patten informed the board about the new teen reading program tied to the National Endowment 

for the Arts Big Read.  The book chosen for the Big Read is the Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck. The 
Library is a community partner with the University of Central Florida.  We will be presenting programs 
about the science of farming and the Dust Bowl for children. Food for Thoughts will be a teen reading 
challenge.  Teens will read about hunger and poverty, to receive a pledge from the Friends of the 
Library.  The funds raised will be donated to a program to support students and families in need in 
Seminole County. 

 
E. Ms. Patten provided an update for the board on the funding request to the Friends of the Library for 

the summer reading program for 2017.  The Library participates in the Collaborative Summer Reading 
Program partially funded by the Florida Department of State, Division of Library and Information 
Services. The theme of the summer reading program for 2017 is Build a Better World. 

 
F. Ms. Patten updated the Library Advisory Board on the upgrade of the Library operating software which 

is a number of releases out of date.  The Library’s operating system is hosted by the vendor SirsiDynix 
and they will be handling the upgrade of the software for us. The upgrade is scheduled for February 22, 
2017.  The Library will be moving to the newest version of the software. 
 

G. Ms. Patten updated the Library Advisory Board on the replacement of the server and the software 
which calls library customers who have materials on reserve or materials overdue.  The new server and 
the new software and maintenance were approved as part of the FY16-17 Library Budget.  The Library 
is working with the County Purchasing and Information Services Divisions to purchase and install the 
new system following the upgrade of the operating system. 
 



 

  

H. Library staff are preparing a nomination for the Library’s Genealogy program for a Florida Library 
Association Award for 2017.  Seminole County Government Television created video clips of library 
customer talking about what they learn about their family as the result of the program. 
 

I. Ms. Patten reported that the first budget kickoff meeting was held January 4, 2017 to begin 
preparation of the FY 17/18 budget. 

J. The floor was opened for any discussion under the Good of the Order.  
K. Ms. Margaret Wells reported on applying for and receiving the James Patterson Award for $7,000 to 

purchase books and to hold author Skypes at Sterling Park Elementary School. 
L. The Board discussed Government in the Sunshine Laws and training sessions. 
M. The Library Advisory Board decided to move the board meeting time from 4 PM to 5:30 PM to make it 

easier for members to attend the meetings. 
N. Next Library Advisory Board meeting is scheduled for February 27, 2017 at 5:30 PM. 
O. Ms. Murphrey adjourned the meeting at 5:00 PM.  

 
 


