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Tax-related identity theft occurs when someone steals your Social
Security number (SSN) to file a tax return and claim a fraudulent refund.
You may be unaware that this has happened until you file your return
and discover that a return already has been filed using your SSN, or the
IRS may send you a letter saying they have identified a suspicious
return using your SSN.

Know the warning signs

Be alert to possible tax-related identity theft if you are contacted by
the IRS or your tax professional if:

B More than one tax return filed within one year, using your SSN.

B You owe additional tax, refund offset or have had collection actions T&X'Rela,ted
taken against you for a year you did not file a tax return. Id o
entity Theft

B RS records indicate you received wages or other income from an
employer for whom you did not work.

Steps to take if you become a victim
If you are a victim of identity theft, the Federal Trade Commission recommends these steps:
B File a complaint with the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) at IdentityTheft.gov.

m Contact one of the three major credit bureaus to place a ‘fraud alert’ on your credit records:

Equifax Experian TransUnion
www.Equifax.com www.Experian.com www.TransUnion.com

1-800-766-0008 1-888-397-3742 1-800-680-7289

B Contact your financial institutions,and close any financial or credit accounts opened without your permission or tampered
with by identity thieves.

If your SSN is compromised and you know or suspect you are a victim of tax-related identity theft, the IRS recommends these
additional steps:
B Respond immediately to any IRS notice; call the number provided or, if instructed, go to IDVerify.irs.gov.

B Complete IRS Form 14039, Identity Theft Affidavit, if your efiled return is rejected because of a duplicate filing under your
SSN or you are instructed to do so. Use a fillable form at IRS.gov, print, then attach the form to your return and mail
according to instructions.

m Continue to pay your taxes and file your tax return, even if you must do so by paper.
B If you previously contacted the IRS and did not have a resolution, call 1-800-908-4490. They have specialized teams that
can assist with tax-releated identity theft.

For additional information, contact the department at 1-800-HELP-FLA (435-7352), 1-800-FL-AYUDA (352-9832) en Espaiiol, or
visit 800helpfla.com.

Subscribe to Commissioner Adam H. Putnam’s weekly email now in order to receive updates on important
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services news.
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